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GOP MAJORITY PREFERS STATUS QUO ON EDUCATION

No Republican support for Head Start, pupil transfer or school
accountability measures

JUNEAU--Saying that Alaska’s educational system is not functioning but refusing to seek
additional funding solutions, the Republican-controlled House Finance Committee rejected
programs for school accountability, full funding for pupil transportation, and support for the
nationally-successful Head Start program.

“We cannot blame anyone but ourselves when failure occurs in our schools,” said
Representative Eric Croft ( D-Anchorage). “ What the majority thinks we are saving now will cost
us immeasurably in the future.”

As schools face the responsibility of making sure all students can read, write and compute at
high academic levels in order to qualify for graduation, the Education Funding Task Force
suggests that education funding should be increased to pay for school reform efforts.

“We are staring at the high school graduation qualifying exam being used to withhold diplomas
in the year 2002. Now is the time to improve education if we can, ” said Representative John
Davies (D-Fairbanks).

“We can’t hide behind a state law that has inadequately funded schools. We make the
laws,”Croft said. “As lawmakers, it's our responsibility to give schools the resources they need to
make sure our kids succeed.”
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