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Sponsor Statement
SB 231
Alaska Native Veterans Honor Bridge

At the request of the Alaska Federation of Natives, the Nenana City Council, and
the Nenana Village Council, I have introduced SB 231, an Act relating to the
naming of the Alaska Native Veterans Honor Bridge. SB 231 names the bridge
that spans the Tanana River at Nenana in honor of the many Alaska Native
veterans who have served this state and country valiantly.

The bridge at milepost 305 of the George Parks Highway was chosen for this
purpose due to its grand size and location. The south footing is on Municipality of
Nenana land, the north footing i1s on Nenana Native Village land; thereby bridging
the cultures, just as Alaska Native veterans have for countless generations.

Acknowledging that recognition of Alaska Native and American Indian veterans
was long overdue, the Department of Defense held a ceremony in 1998 to honor
them. Similarly, the Alaska Federation of Natives chose to honor Alaska Native
veterans that same year by dedicating the annual convention to them, entitling it
“In Service to Our Country”.

Alaska Natives have an extremely high per capita record of service. They have
protected our country, our shorelines, and defended freedom around the world.
Their heroic service and sacrifice for this state and country are deserving of a
monument dedicated in their honor.



