Representative

State employee contracts funded

It took a Special Session and a lot of long, hard work, kans. | look forward to that challenge, and think
but on Saturday, May 6, the new state employeethe 2000 Special Session was a step in the right
contracts were funded by the Legislature. Given that direction.”

the Alaska .Sta.te Employees ASSOCIatlon_ .had aP-For more information, log onto http:/www.state.ak.us/
proved a strike if the contracts were not ratified, and |gcal/akpages/ADMIN/labrel/bargaining.htm

that the Legislature did not approve the contracts by
the end of regular session, the pressure was on.
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YOURHOUSEDISTRICTLEGISLATIVEOFFICE.
Representative Kerttula and Legislative Aides Ka
Greeney(left) and Gretchen Keisgright).

The initial debate surrounding the contracts was the
source of funding. Luckily, Representatives Kerttula
and Davies (D., Fairbanks) spotted a fundamental

Dear Neighbors:

Itis an honor to represent you. The 21st Legislature had mamys a member of the House State Affairs Committee, | suc-

’ . . problem in one funding proposal that would have L . ; . : R
Ke rttula S Off|ce receives resulted in cuts to education funding. challengesl, and | .used optimism, humor, and a tough s.kln.a$l3eded in helping stop any capital move legislation.
commun |ty awal‘d ) o worked on issues important to Juneau and all Alaska. Qil price§ome days my humor was sorely tested, but overall | am opti-
That was completely unacceptable,” said Repre- went from an all-time low to a record high. British Petroleum/mistic about Alaska’s future and our ability to address the criti-

Representative Beth Kerttula and her staff were honored ~Sentative Kerttula, who worked with other legisla-
by the Community Schools Advisory Board with the 2000  tors to find different funding sources.

Joe Miguel Outstanding Community Educator Award for
their contribution to the community of Juneau.

Amoco and Atlantic Richfield announced a merger that wouldeq) jssues of our times. | laid the foundation for important leg-

have drastically altered competition in Alaska’s oil patch. Theg|ation that addresses class size, cruise ship reporting, and

federal government took over management of fisheriesyyiernet privacy. High public interest in these issues will con-
and budget cuts threatened programs from health care ue unitil this legislation becomes reality.

education.

“Everyone in Alaska, whether in the public or pri-
vate sector, deserves to make a decent living,” said
“Beth and her office are always very professional and  Representative Kerttula. “We still have a small popu-
quick to respond to the needs of our community,” said  [ation, and we all depend on each other. If state em
Joyce Kitka, director of the Community Schools Program.  ployees are not treated fairly, we all suffer. Simi- | — oy
“Their efforts truly make Juneau a better place to live.” [arly, if the private sector can’t survive economically,
“It was very exciting for our office to receive this award,” we would all fail. I think the future of state employee
said Representative Kerttula. “We work as a team with ~ contracts depends on the next Legislature taking
the community, and we are proud of the recognition of  positive action to come up with a truly workable
our commitment to education.” fiscal plan that protects our economy for all Alas-

- ) ) ) Being a legislator involves more than simply issues and bud-
On the positive side, a comprehensive funding source for thgats |t's also about helping people. My office assisted many

Power Cost Equalization program was enacted, and new staignstituents with everything from health care to student loans.
employee contracts were ratified and funded for their first yearr

STANDING UP FORWORKERS. After intense pressure from the Legislature’s special commit-

Representative Kerttula speaks on thg tee, citizen groups, and the Federal Trade Commission, t

importance of funding state employee monopoly that the original BP/Amoco-ARCO merger would kert him 1 al | h s, f g i

contracts during House floor debate. have created was stopped. ert.ntm | also welcome your phone calls, faxes, and emails.
My staff and | are here to assist you. This is yaftice.

Here in Juneau we will see new UAS classrooms built, sewe[l_
and water improvements, road projects, and the start of a se-
nior day facility.

his newsletter provides an overview of the 21st Legislature
d my efforts on your behalf. Because space is limited, | en-
courage you to visit my websitevaivw.akdemocrats. org/bios/

hank you for your interest,

. . y
KEEP INTOUCH Legislative efforts protect Alaska’s economy
U.S. POSTAGE . ) , . P : P
PAID A David anq Gollath story. That's how Rep. Kerttula describes Kerttula._ | worked closely W|th_t_he committee’s attorneys and
. JUNEAU, ALASKA the state’s interest in the BP/Amoco-ARCO merger. economlsts_ to_ devel_op our position, and our work was valuable
Sgg:ﬁ%‘feBngaéléeteng] ﬁglrttma PERMIT NO. 32 “It took a tremendous effort on many different fronts to re- t0 the FTC in its actions to oppose the merger.
Juneau. AK 99801-?182 structure this merger,” said According to Rep. Kerttula,

Rep. Kerttula. “Itis one of the

the end result of all the citizen,

Phone: 465-4766 most critical things to happen federal agency, and legislative
Fax: 465-4748 in Alaska during the last effort was a success story for
Email: Representative_Beth_Kerttula decade.” Alaska.

@legis.state.ak.us According to Rep. Kerttula, “BP/Amoco had to divest all

the original merger would
have reduced state revenue
and given one company over
whelming power in Alaska.

In response to the proposed
merger, the Legislature
formed a Joint Special Com-
mittee on Mergers. With her
background in oil and gas is-
e sasadad PROTECTING ALASKA'S ECONOMYRepresentative
pointed one of six legislators EEITIENV VI EINECRIESI LR ULRENENS|  O:iginally, BP planned to lay

on the committee. during a legislative hearing on the BP/Amoco-ARCO merj off 400 people. Recent news
An important committee articles report that North Slope
task was reviewing and analyzing BP/Amoco and ARCO’s con-job numbers will be maintained.

fidential documents relating to the merger.

of ARCO Alaska’s holdings to
another company—Phillips
Petroleum, which has an his-
toric presence in Alaska. Most
importantly, a competitive mix
of oil companies is maintained
on the North Slope.”

Internet: www.akdemocrats.org/bios/kert.htm

The restructured merger also
had a positive effect on oil in-
dustry employment in Alaska.

“Itis exciting to see the impact the legislature and citizens groups
“These documents gave us great insight into the merger, and asad on the merger,” said Rep. Kerttula. “The special committee’s
Alaskans we saw things others might have missed,” said Repeffort is one of the 21st Legislature’s primary accomplishments.”




Representative Kerttula’s Bills 2001 Legislative budget funds Juneau projects

Following are Juneau’s FY 2001 projects that were included in the Legislature’s 2000 budget.

Following are a few of the bills that Representative Kerttula
sponsored or cosponsored during the 2000 Legislative session

School Facilities Replacements & Renovations Juneau Highway Projects
HB 270-Sexual Assault ExaméThis bill is now law.) State share of total cost (at 70 percent) Anka Street Intersection $1,050,000
Because it is wrong to charge victims of sexual assault for rape Marie Drake Roof $599,000 Glacier Hwy: McNugget-Loop Road
exams, Rep. Kerttula cosponsored HB 270. This bill will keep Harborview Elem. Gym/Roof $106,000 Safety Improvements & Paving $4,600,000
victims from being charged for rape exams. High School Heating/Ventilation $65,000 Main Street Transit Center $200,000
HB 29—Administrative Procedure NoticegThis bill is now law.) High School Aux. Gym Floor $109,000 Paratransit Van Upgrade $100,000
After seeing the deluge of paper in legislative offices, Rep. Gastineau Elem. Heating Coil $133,000 West Douglas Hwy Extension $1,660,000
Kerttula introduced HB 291. House Bill 291 uses technology to Auke Bay Elem. Roof $653,000 Auke Bay Ferry Terminal $840,000
streamline the government process. It changes the public notic Floyd Dryden Gym Floor $108,000 Egan Drive-Salmon Creek Access $220,000
procedures used by state agencies for adopting regulations b Floyd Dryden Middle School $3,629,000
requiring agencies to provide each legislator a single notice of] UAS ) CBJ Facilities
their proposed regulation via email rather than often multiple Deferred Maintenance $1,388,000 Deferred Building Maintenance $264,000
paper copies. Seig?gr%ﬁzg?m Building $5,500,000 Essential Building Repairs $171,000
HB 395-Pupil Teacher Ratio in Public Schools North Douglas Sewer $2.095,500 U.ndergro.und Fuel Sto.r.age Tanks $76,000
With 30 children in a classroom, a teacher has very little time to ES3IR{ERV RN\ [eXelo)V/= 2NV =N ) PROCESSES Lena Loop Reservoir $1,555,000| Senior Services Day Facility
spend with each child. In response to many constituents, Rep RSN RIo/oNelolV T (Tl eI A IO ST ¢ gl o =] Juneau Public Health Center $131,600 Planning and Design $100,000
Kerttula introduced this bill to establish a maximum class size AR IURS RO REI CEER TV CUTIERTY State Capital Repairs $334,600 Cedar Park Building Security $7,875

in Alaska’s public schools. The bill would limit class size to 18 JEIUWlIIESEC ISR elie/R (ol [STo] ST
pupils to one teacher in grades K-3, 20 pupils to one teacher in

grades 4-6, and 25 pupils to one teacher in grades 7-12. g 184-PERS Benefits for Juvenile Institution Legis|ature takes a Step in the nght direction A

HB 273—Internet Privacy Employees

Technological advances and business practices in the rapidi{/nder this bill, juvenile detention and corrections employ- Rep. Kerttula focused on educatio “While the extra funds help, there is

evolving electronic world have the potential for unprecedentedees would have the same retirement system as adult correc- issues during her first term. Besiddli more work to do for the education of LEG I S LAT IVE
access to Internet consumers’ personal information and theitional institution employees. This bill would create equity introducing HB 395 to limit class| Alaska’s youth,” said Rep. Kerttula.

online usage and preferences. Building upon the AlaskaPetween the wo systems, and recognizes the danger and stress sizes, she was instrumental in s{i§ The Legislature approved $181 mil- R E P O RT
Constitution’s strong foundation of Alaskans' right to privacy, thatjuvenile detention employees face every day on the job. curing funding for new UAS class & lion in school construction funds to

Kerttula sponsored HB 273, which would update our consumeror information about the rest of Rep. Kerttula's bills and other leg- rooms. begin to address the tremendous \J U I_Y 2 OOO
protection laws to address Internet activity. islation, log on to www.legis.state.ak.us/basis21.htm backlog of school projects statewide.

During the 2000 session, an add
tional $6.2 million was approved§
to help Alaska’s students mee

KerttUIa flghts for DUbIIC’S rlght to knOW statewi(-nleeo-lucational standa.rds

MR AE SIS INVOL VING STUDENTSINTHELEGISLATURE .

While pleased with the funding com-
mitment, Representative Kerttula
notes that legislative action failed to
follow the state’s priority lists and
perpetuates some of the rural-urban

. : : : : : : inequities in the funding of school in-
Representatlve Kerttula took a Iea(_jershlp r_ol_e in the «House Bill 371 (Kerttula sponsor) would require cruise ships an increase of nearly $14 millio Rep. Kerttula gives JDHS high school student, Lael fragtructure 9
Legl_slature’s response to th(_e Roy_al C_arlbbean criminal pros- to keep records and report to the_ state on the pollutants that ‘_N'” go a Ipng yva’ty toward Harrison, a tour of the Capitol, during a job shadow progrill s ,
ecution and fines, air pollution violations, and the public’s  released or offloaded while operating in Alaska waters. meeting the University’s goals o When [ visit Juneau’s classrooms, |
concern with lack of information on cruiseship waste \yhen HB 371 stalled in the House last session, Representa- reta_lnln_g qualltylnstructors, intro- , see how Eale_nted and comrzntte_d
managment. tive Kerttula looked for other avenues for the bill. As a re- ducing innovative programs that match Alaska’'s economy, and Alaskan teachers and students are,” said Rep. Kerttula. “Legisla

) ] ) ) ) attracting more students. tors must be equally committed to supporting education.”

“Alaskans deserve to know what's be|ng dumped in our wa- SUlt, the Senate Resources Committee introduced SB 308 at
ter and discharged into our air,” said Rep. her request.

Kerttula. HB 371 and SB 308 helped s 1
o ‘Alaskans deserve to KNow o e te ste knows about e Diligence makes a difference

Some of the legislation reviewed by the , . . handii f hemical
Legislature includes: what's being dumped in our andling of waste chemicals, sew- Often you have to look beyond the headlines to understand theDuring the 2000 session, Rep. Kerttula helped stop two contro

. . age, graywater, and air emissions . . D il bills in the H Judiciare C oo Wh b
. Senate Bill 266 (Kerttula cosponsory Water and discharged into o work that really makes a difference in the legislative process. versial bills in the House Judiciary Committee where she was a
( ponsor) produced every day by cruise ships. Through active and effective participation in the day-to-day com- member. By showing strong opposition, Rep. Kerttula helped

eliminates the use of toxic Tributyltin ir.” i i ; . X ; , ; .
anti-fouling paint on the bottonz of our-air The comprehensive data required mittee meetings during the 2Legislature, Rep. Kerttula used  kill HB 329 that would have required women to delay a medical
gp -Rep. Kerttula under HB 371 and SB 308 will help her experience and knowledge to work behind the scenes to posi-decision regarding a pregnancy while they were forced to re-

large marine vessels by January 1, the state determine if discharges er eXp g g P i i i-choice i i
200L. This bill iS now law e e i iTonment gre tively impact legislation. ceive often biased, anti-choice information.

' . ' ] . ) . . Rep Kerttula also participated in a subcommittee that took no

« Senate Bill 273, now law, requires cruiseship operators to ¢ausing problems in coastal Alaska. :;Firsfelsrst:;ﬁrslggassg t'f]grgﬁ(’;\g‘gﬁor%‘:&”ﬂﬁ??ﬁgﬂ?gﬁg ':,‘;‘:S action on SB 123, thus killing it. This bill would have placed

prove they have the financial ability to respond to a spill of “These issues are not going away,” said Rep. Kerttula. “This manent Fund that could be invested ‘i)n stocks. At the time. the dramatic limits on the awards a successful public interest liti-
the considerable volumes of fuel oil carried onboard. was just the beginning of the Legislature’s actions, and | ex- : ’ gant would receive for reasonable attorney fees.

Permanent Fund Corp. estimated that the fund’s value could in-
* SCR 1 establishes a task force to examine the best way t crease as much as $2 billion over 20 years because of Kerttula’sKerttula explains “I opposed this bill because it would have a

achieve realistic oil spill response practices by cruise ships For more information on cruise ships operating in Alaska’s amendment which is now law. In late 1999, the Permanent Fund chilling effect on citizens’ willingness to pursue legal action when
and other large marine vessels. The task force will report its Waters, log onto the Department of Environmental trustees raised the ceiling for stock investments from 48 to 53 they feel they have been wronged by a government agency.”
recommendations to the 22 egislature by January 2001 ~ Conservation's website dtttp://www.state.ak.us/local/ percent, and recent fund reports show about 53 percent (unau-These are examples of important actions that, while they don't
(Rep. Kerttula is participating on this task force). akpages/ ENV.CONSERV/press/cruise/cruise.htm dited) of the fund now invested in U.S. and foreign equities. make headlines, make a difference.

0pect continued activity next year.”




